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§ 2362. Primary ballots 1 

(a) The ballots shall be prepared and furnished to the towns by the secretary of state 2 

Secretary of State and shall contain the names of all candidates for nomination at the 3 

primary. Ballots shall be printed on index stock and configured to be readable by vote 4 

tabulators. A separate ballot for each major political party in the same format as is used 5 

for optical scan tabulator ballots shall be printed in substantially the following form: 6 

                                                                        ***  7 

Instructions to voters:  To vote for a candidate whose name is printed on the ballot, mark 8 

a cross (X) or fill in the oval at the right of that person's name and party designation. To 9 

vote for a candidate whose name is not printed on the ballot, write the person's name on 10 

the blank line in the appropriate block. When there are two or more persons to be elected 11 

to one office, you may vote for any number of candidates up to and including the 12 

maximum number. 13 

(b) Following the names of candidates printed on the ballot after the name of each office 14 

to be filled, shall be as many blank lines for write-in candidates as there are persons to be 15 

elected to that office. If no primary petition is filed for an office or for a candidate 16 

belonging to a party, the ballot shall contain the name of the office and blank lines for 17 

write-in candidates. 18 

§ 2451. Board of civil authority  19 

(a) The board of civil authority shall have charge of the conduct of elections within the 20 

political subdivision for which it is elected. At any time before an election, the board of 21 

civil authority may issue guidance for elections officials that assists officials in 22 

conducting elections within the political subdivision. Guidance issued by the board shall 23 

not conflict with federal or state elections laws. A quorum of the board of civil authority 24 

shall be available at all times when the polls are open, and those members of the board of 25 

civil authority present at a polling place shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 26 

business relating to the conduct of the election and the qualification and registration of 27 

voters at this polling place.  28 

(b) The board may require the political subdivision for which it is elected to use vote 29 
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tabulators for the registering and counting of votes as provided in section 2491 of this 1 

chapter. 2 

§ 2471. General election ballot  3 

(a) A consolidated ballot shall be used at a general election, which shall list the several 4 

candidates for the offices to be voted upon. The offices of president and vice president of 5 

the United States, United States senator, United States representative, governor, 6 

lieutenant governor, state treasurer, secretary of state, auditor of accounts, attorney 7 

general, state senator, representative to the general assembly, judge of probate, assistant 8 

judge, state's attorney, sheriff, and high bailiff shall be listed in that order. The offices of 9 

President and Vice President of the United States, U.S. Senator, U.S. Representative, 10 

Governor, Lieutenant Governor, State Treasurer, Secretary of State, Auditor of Accounts, 11 

Attorney General, State Senator, Representative to the General Assembly, Judge of 12 

Probate, Assistant Judge, State’s Attorney, Sheriff, and High Bailiff shall be listed in that 13 

order. Any statewide public question shall also be listed on the ballot, before the listing of 14 

all offices to be filled. The ballot shall be prepared at state expense under the direction of 15 

the secretary of state Secretary of State. The color of the ballot shall be determined by the 16 

secretary of state Secretary of State. The printing shall be black. Ballots shall be printed 17 

on index stock and configured to be readable by vote tabulators. 18 

(b) Ballots for justices shall be prepared at town expense, under the direction of the town 19 

clerk, in the town in which they are to be used. The printing shall be black and shall 20 

conform as nearly as possible to the format of the general election ballot. 21 

§ 2491. Political subdivision may use voting machines subdivisions, vote tabulators 22 

A town board of civil authority may vote at any annual or special meeting to employ 23 

electronic devices ("voting machines”), at a meeting held not less than 60 days prior to an 24 

election and warned pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 801, vote to require the political subdivision 25 

for which it is elected to use vote tabulators for the registering and counting of votes in 26 

subsequent elections. Voting machines may be used in combination with the paper ballots 27 

described in the preceding subchapter, so that each voter may choose whether to use a 28 

paper ballot or a voting machine to cast his or her vote, if the town so votes. [S.86 29 

version] 30 
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§ 2492. Legislative branch to obtain voting machines 1 

If a town votes to use voting machines at least six months prior to the next primary or 2 

general election, the legislative body shall rent or purchase voting machines approved by 3 

the secretary of state. The town shall be responsible for all expenses attendant upon the 4 

purchase or rental of voting machines and the secretary of state shall furnish the ballots. 5 

Other election materials which are not particular to voting machines shall be prepared at 6 

state expense, under the direction of the secretary of state, except for local elections, 7 

which shall be governed by section 2682 of this title. [REPEALED] 8 

§ 2493. Rules for use of voting machines  9 

(a) The secretary of state Secretary of State shall adopt rules governing the use and the 10 

selection of any voting machine in the state State. These rules shall include requirements 11 

that: 12 

(1) All municipalities that have voted to use a voting machine shall use a uniform voting 13 

machine approved by the secretary of state Secretary of State.  14 

(2) The secretary of state Secretary of State shall provide for the security of voting 15 

machines at all times. Voting machines, not including the ballot box portion, shall be 16 

locked in a vault or a secure location at all times when not in use. In addition to the 17 

mandatory audits described in sections 2601 and 2602 of this title, The secretary of state 18 

the Secretary of State may conduct a random postelection audit of any polling place 19 

election results for a primary or general election within 30 days of the election. The 20 

Secretary may choose to conduct this postelection audit as a ballot-polling audit as 21 

described under section 2602m of this title. If the secretary Secretary does not choose to 22 

conduct a ballot-polling audit and determines that a random audit shall be conducted of 23 

the election results in a town or city, the town clerk shall direct two members of the board 24 

of civil authority to transport the ballot bags to the office of the secretary of state 25 

Secretary of State not later than 10:00 a.m. on the morning when the secretary Secretary 26 

has scheduled the audit. The secretary Secretary shall open the ballot bags and conduct 27 

the audit in the same manner as ballots are counted under sections 2581 through 2588 of 28 

this title. The secretary of state shall publicly announce the results of the audit as well as 29 

the results from the original return of the vote. If the secretary finds that the audit 30 
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indicates that there was possible fraud in the count or return of votes, the secretary shall 1 

refer the results to the attorney general for possible prosecution. [Modified somewhat and 2 

moved to 17 VSA 2602] 3 

(3) All voting machines shall be set to reject a ballot that contains an overvote and 4 

provide the voter the opportunity to correct the overvote, have the ballot declared spoiled, 5 

and obtain another ballot. If an early voter absentee ballot contains an overvote, the 6 

elections official shall override the voting machine and count all races except any race 7 

that contains an overvote. 8 

(4) All voting machines shall be set not to reject undervotes. 9 

(5) Establish a process for municipalities using voting machines, whereby markings on 10 

ballots that are unreadable by a machine may be transferred by a pair of election officials, 11 

who are not members of the same political party, to ballots that are readable by the 12 

machine. 13 

(6) Establish a process for using voting machines in recounts. 14 

(7) Establish a process for conducting risk-limiting audits of election results.  15 

(b) Each voting machine shall be tested using official ballots that are marked clearly as 16 

"test ballots" at least 10 days prior to an election. 17 

(c) Voting machines approved by the Secretary of State must conform to the following 18 

requirements: 19 

(1) All hardware, software, and firmware used in conjunction with the operation of the 20 

voting machines must be tested biennially by federally-qualified testing lab to conform to 21 

the Election Assistance Commission’s Voluntary Voting System Guidelines at a 22 

minimum. The testing lab will certify that the machine conforms to these guidelines or 23 

will reject the machine. Only the specific versions of hardware, software, and firmware 24 

certified in this way to operate correctly may be used in elections conducted in the State. 25 

This testing will be conducted at the voting machine vendor’s or manufacturer’s expense. 26 

(2) In lieu of biennial tests, voting machine vendors or manufacturers may choose to 27 

publish to the public on the Internet all hardware schematics, software source code, 28 

firmware source code, database schema, configuration files, input files, and other data 29 

necessary to verify the correct operation of the voting machine. The Secretary of State’s 30 
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website shall maintain updated links to publications provided by the vendors or 1 

manufacturers. 2 

§ 2535. Form of early voter absentee ballots and envelopes  3 

(a) Early voter absentee ballots shall be the same as the official ballots to be used at the 4 

election. 5 

(b) If necessary, special ballots may be prepared of such different weight of paper, or 6 

overall size and shape as shall be prescribed by the secretary of state, to conform with 7 

minimum postal, military, naval, air force, or other federal or military regulations and 8 

orders covering the transportation of such ballots, provided that the text is identical in 9 

substance, except as to type size, with that appearing on the official ballots. 10 

(c) Envelopes, including return envelopes, containing early voter absentee ballots may, as 11 

circumstances require, be particularly imprinted, stamped, or superscribed with approved 12 

identification words or symbols designating the same as "Vermont Official Early or 13 

Absentee Voter Ballot" and with such additional words or devices as are necessary to 14 

comply with any censorship regulations or rules which may be in effect at the time of 15 

mailing. 16 

§ 2590. Securing and storing ballots, tally sheets, and checklists  17 

(a) The packages of ballots, tally sheets, and other election material shall be collected by 18 

the presiding officer and delivered to the town clerk, securely sealed in the containers 19 

provided for in subsection (b) of this section. Packages of ballots from a single polling 20 

place shall be given sequential identification numbers starting with the number one. A 21 

ballot manifest will be created which records the identification number and number of 22 

ballots contained in each package. If the material collected from one polling place is 23 

sealed in more than one container, the presiding officer shall ensure that there shall be 24 

attached to the container in which the checklist or checklists are located a tag stating that 25 

the checklist or checklists are in that container. The form of the seal shall be designated 26 

and furnished by the secretary of state Secretary of State in sufficient quantities to each 27 

town clerk. The secretary of state Secretary of State shall require that all seals be safely 28 

kept and fully accounted for. The entrance checklist shall also be forwarded to the town 29 

clerk. 30 
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(b) The secretary of state Secretary of State shall furnish to all town clerks sufficient 1 

quantities of uniform-style containers. The secretary of state Secretary of State shall 2 

establish a method by which the outside of each container shall indicate the contents of 3 

the container, the town to which it belongs, and such other pertinent information as may 4 

be required. 5 

(c) The presiding officer shall return all sealed containers to the town clerk, who shall 6 

safely store them and shall not permit them to be removed from his or her custody or 7 

tampered with in any way. In the event that a ballot bag or container breaks, splits, or 8 

opens through handling, or in the event the entrance checklist was inadvertently sealed in 9 

a ballot bag or container, the town clerk shall notify the secretary of state Secretary of 10 

State in writing, and the secretary of state Secretary of State shall order the town clerk in 11 

the presence of two town election officials who are not members of the same political 12 

party to open the bag to remove the entrance checklist or to move the entire contents to 13 

new bags or containers, affix new seals, and transmit the new seal numbers. Ballot bags 14 

or containers shall not be removed or tampered with in any other way, except under court 15 

order, or by order of any authorized committee of the general assembly. If necessary for 16 

safe storage of the containers, the town clerk may store them in a bank vault or other 17 

secure place, within or without the town, provided that access to them cannot reasonably 18 

be had without the town clerk's consent. 19 

(d) Except as otherwise provided by federal law, all ballots and tally sheets shall be 20 

retained for a period of 90 days from the date of the election, after which time they will 21 

be delivered to the Secretary of State or a designee of the Secretary, who will retain the 22 

ballots and tally sheets for a period of not less than 270 days for public inspection. After 23 

the Secretary has retained them for 270 days, they may be destroyed; provided, however, 24 

that if a court order is entered prior to the expiration of the initial 90-day period or 25 

subsequent 270-day period, ordering some different disposition of the ballots, the town 26 

clerk and Secretary of State or the Secretary’s designee shall abide by such order. 27 

(e) After the sealed containers are opened as provided in subsection (d) of this section, 28 

the town clerk shall file a copy of the entrance or exit checklist and preserve it, together 29 

with a statement of discrepancies, as a public record. The checklist shall be retained for a 30 

period of at least five years from the date of the election and shall be made available at 31 
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cost to the public upon request. 1 

(f) Except as otherwise provided by federal law, while in the possession of the Secretary 2 

of State or a designee of the Secretary, ballots and tally sheets may be inspected by 3 

members of the public for any academic or non-commercial statistical purpose, subject to 4 

appropriate restrictions imposed by the Secretary of State to maintain the integrity of the 5 

ballots and tally sheets. 6 

 § 2601. Recounts and audits  7 

(a) In an election for statewide office, county office, or state senator, if the difference 8 

between the number of votes cast for a winning candidate and the number of votes cast 9 

for a losing candidate is less than two percent of the total votes cast for all the candidates 10 

for an office, that losing candidate shall have the right to have the votes for that office 11 

recounted. In an election for all other offices, if the difference between the number of 12 

votes cast for a winning candidate and the number of votes cast for a losing candidate is 13 

less than five percent of the total votes cast for all the candidates for an office, divided by 14 

the number of persons to be elected, that losing candidate shall have the right to have the 15 

votes for that office recounted. 16 

(b) A risk-limiting audit shall be conducted for the offices of President and Vice 17 

President of the United States, U.S. Senator, U.S. Representative, and Governor. A risk-18 

limiting audit shall also be conducted for the statewide elected office, other than the 19 

office of the Governor, for which the winning candidate won by the smallest percentage 20 

margin of all candidates for statewide office in Vermont. These offices shall be 21 

collectively known hereafter as the “selected offices”. 22 

(c) Any political subdivision may conduct a risk-limiting audit of an elected office in its 23 

jurisdiction at its own expense. 24 

(d) As soon as possible, but not less than 48 hours before the time of each audit or 25 

recount, a notice including the times and places of each recount or audit shall be posted to 26 

the Secretary of State’s web site. The notice shall contain language substantially similar 27 

to the following: “Any person may observe recounts and audits in progress as provided 28 

under 17 VSA 2602j.” 29 
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§ 2602. Procedure for recounts and audits  1 

(a) In the case of recounts for local elections and recounts for the office of justice of the 2 

peace, the procedures for conducting the recount shall be as provided in subchapter 3 of 3 

chapter 55 of this title. 4 

(b) In the case of recounts other than specified in subsection (a) of this section, the 5 

following procedure shall apply. A petition for a recount shall be filed within 10 days 6 

after the election. The petition shall be filed with the civil division of the superior court, 7 

Washington County, in the case of candidates for state or congressional office, or for a 8 

presidential election; the petition shall be filed with the superior court in any county in 9 

which votes were cast for the office to be recounted, in the case of any other office. The 10 

petition shall be supported, if possible, by a certified copy of the certificate of election 11 

prepared by the canvassing committee, verifying the total number of votes cast and the 12 

number of votes cast for each candidate. 13 

(c) The superior court shall set an early date for the recount, notifying all candidates at 14 

least five days in advance. The court shall order the town clerk or clerks having custody 15 

of the ballots to be recounted to appoint two election officials who are not members of 16 

the same political party who shall transport them to the county clerks of their respective 17 

counties before the day set for the recount. County clerks shall store all ballots, still in 18 

their sealed containers, in their vaults until the day of the recount. The court shall appoint 19 

a sufficient number of impartial voters as a committee to recount the votes. 20 

(d)-(h) [Repealed.] 21 

(i) For each selected office, the Secretary of State shall conduct an audit as described 22 

under section 2602m of this title. The Secretary shall set a date for the audit that is no 23 

later than 3 calendar days after the initial vote count is published. 24 

(j) The Secretary of State shall publicly announce the results of the audit as well as the 25 

results from the original return of the vote. If the Secretary finds evidence that fraud 26 

played a role in creating discrepancies between the results of the audit and the original 27 

return of the vote, the Secretary shall refer the results to the Attorney General for 28 

investigation. 29 

(k) The secretary of state Secretary of State shall bear the costs of recounts and audits 30 

covered under this chapter.  31 
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 § 2602b. Assignment of duties  1 

(a) The county clerk shall supervise the recount and may appoint a sufficient number of 2 

impartial assistants to perform appropriate tasks which have not been assigned to recount 3 

committee members. The Secretary of State shall recruit town clerks to serve as impartial 4 

assistants to the county clerk for operating the vote tabulators. The county clerk shall 5 

store all ballots, still in their sealed containers, in his or her vault until the day of the 6 

recount. 7 

(b) The county clerk shall assign committee members to teams of at least four persons, 8 

consisting of one caller and one observer, representing different candidates, and one tally 9 

person and one double-check person, representing different candidates. Any additional 10 

team members shall be additional observers and double-check persons, who shall be 11 

assigned to ensure that each candidate has one person assigned as either a caller or an 12 

observer and one person assigned as either a tally person or a double-check person. One 13 

team shall be designated as the clerk observer team, which shall perform only the 14 

functions established under this section for that team. 15 

(c) The recount committee shall use fresh seals, manila tags, tally sheets, double-check 16 

sheets, summary sheets for each polling place, master lists for the entire election to be 17 

recounted, and other appropriate material provided by the secretary of state. 18 

§ 2602c. Preparation for recount  19 

(a) Before the recount begins, the county clerk shall explain the recount procedures which 20 

are to be followed and shall answer questions relating to such procedures. The county 21 

clerk shall use volunteer town clerks to operate and instruct on the use of vote tabulators. 22 

(b) The Each recount teams established team shall recount the contents of one container 23 

before another container is opened opening another container at its table, shall recount the 24 

contents of all the containers relating to one polling place before moving to those of 25 

another polling place, and shall complete the recount for one town before moving to 26 

material relating to another town. 27 

(c) For each polling place, the number of containers shall be counted and recorded on the 28 

master list. 29 

(d) Before opening, each container shall be inspected, and if no tag is present, 30 
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replacement manila tags shall be affixed, specifying date of election and name of town 1 

and polling place. Likewise, each seal shall be examined to see if it is intact, and the clerk 2 

shall attach to any bag with a defective seal a tag stating that the seal was defective and 3 

containing the information which was contained on the defective seal. 4 

(e) Uncounted containers shall be kept in one part of the room and moved to the other 5 

side as they are counted; each team shall have a separate table and the county clerk shall 6 

have a separate table, all of which tables shall be spaced apart. 7 

(f) If there is more than one container from a polling place, the clerk shall open first the 8 

container which is identified as containing the checklist. Upon opening the first container 9 

in the presence of the clerk observer team, the clerk shall empty the contents onto the 10 

clerk's table. The clerk shall ensure that teams are not given unused ballots, early or 11 

absentee ballots which arrived after the close of polls, or ballots spoiled by voters and 12 

turned in by voters requesting fresh ballots.  13 

(g) Vote tabulators and memory cards used in a recount shall be selected by the county 14 

clerk such that those vote tabulators and memory cards used in a recount are separately 15 

programmed systems not using the same programming as those used in the initial count. 16 

§ 2602f. First tally Recount by vote tabulator  17 

(a) The caller shall call the name of the person voted for and/or blank ballots, and/or 18 

spoiled ballots. The tally person and the double-check person or persons each shall make 19 

a suitable mark for that candidate and/or blank ballots, and/or spoiled ballots. Machine-20 

readable ballots from each pile shall be fed through a vote tabulator by one team until all 21 

machine-readable ballots from the container have been entered. For ballots unable to be 22 

read by a vote tabulator, such as damaged or plain paper ballots, a second team shall 23 

collect these ballots from the pile and transfer the voter’s choices on those ballots to 24 

blank ballots provided by the Secretary of State. After all of the machine-readable ballots 25 

have been fed through the machine, the first team shall feed through the machine any 26 

transfer ballots created by the second team. The recount teams shall switch roles for each 27 

subsequent container of ballots of a polling place that are to be fed through the vote 28 

tabulator, if there is more than one container per polling place. This process shall be used 29 

until all ballots from a polling place have been tabulated by a vote tabulator. 30 



H.22/S.86 Proposed Amendments  Prepared by: Jeremy A. Hansen 
  18 February 2013 

Page 11 of 14 
 

(b) After all ballots from a polling place have been tabulated by a vote tabulator, a 1 

recount team shall print the tabulator tape containing the unofficial results and document 2 

those results on a tally sheet. Another recount team shall then open the tabulator’s ballot 3 

box and remove all ballots. The ballots shall then be divided among the recount teams to 4 

be examined to find write-in names and markings of voter intent that were not machine 5 

readable as outlined in the Secretary of State’s vote tabulator guide and most recent 6 

elections procedures manual. A caller, tally person, and double-check person shall be 7 

used to examine the ballots removed from the ballot box. If the caller and the observer or 8 

observers do not agree on how a ballot should be counted, the entire team shall review 9 

the ballot and if all members agree, it shall be counted that way. 10 

(c) If one person does not agree, that ballot shall be set aside as a questioned ballot and a 11 

copy shall be made, which copy shall be clearly marked on its face identifying it as a 12 

copy. Such Any copies shall be placed on the top of the other ballots and shall remain 13 

together with the other ballots. Each original ballot deemed questionable shall be attached 14 

to a note which identifies it by town, county, polling place, and bag seal number. The 15 

originals of these questionable ballots shall be clipped to the summary sheet for that 16 

polling place and returned to the court for a final decision. 17 

(d) After the court has rendered a final decision on a given questionable ballot it shall be 18 

returned to the county clerk who shall keep it in a sealed container for a period of two 19 

years. 20 

(e) Write-in votes for preprinted candidates shall be counted as votes for that candidate. 21 

(f) If the tally persons do not agree on the number of votes for a candidate on ballots not 22 

able to be read by the vote tabulator, the ballots shall be retallied until they do agree. 23 

Then the team shall notify the clerk that it has completed the first its recount. 24 

§ 2602g. Second tally 25 

(a) The clerk shall attach to the tally and double-check sheets a note which indicates 26 

which team members performed which functions in the first recount, and shall provide 27 

the team with a new tally sheet and an appropriate number of double-check sheets to 28 

match the number of people serving as double-check persons. 29 

(b) The members of the team then shall switch roles, with callers and observers becoming 30 
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tally persons and double-check persons, as designated by the clerk, and the team shall 1 

complete a second recount, following the procedures established for the first recount. 2 

(c) When the results of the second recount match those of the first, a note shall be 3 

attached to the tally and double-check sheets, indicating which persons provided what 4 

functions during the second recount. 5 

(d) Then the team shall take its tally sheets, double-check sheets, and ballots, plus a 6 

separate pile of questionable ballots, if any, to the county clerk. 7 

(e) Team members, in the presence of the clerk observer team, shall read the totals to the 8 

county clerk who, in the view of these observers, shall record the totals on the summary 9 

sheet for that polling place. 10 

(f) After a team has presented its pile of ballots to the clerk, it shall be assigned another 11 

pile of ballots, until all of the piles from a particular polling place have been recounted 12 

two times. [REPEALED] 13 

§ 2602 l. Recounts using voting machines 14 

In all recounts conducted under this chapter, ballots shall be counted by hand as 15 

described in sections 2602a through 2602k of this title, unless the candidate who petitions 16 

for a recount requests that the recount be conducted by optical scanner. [REPEALED] 17 

§ 2602m. Election audits  18 

(a) As used in this section:  19 

(1) “Ballots selected uniformly at random” means that ballots shall be selected in such a 20 

way that the probability of any single ballot being chosen is the same probability as every 21 

other single ballot in the entire collection. Ordinary haphazard choice is insufficient to 22 

guarantee randomness. Devices such as ten-sided dice with numerals from zero to nine 23 

are used to remove subjective biases inherent in personal choice. 24 

(2) "Incorrect outcome" means an outcome that is inconsistent with the election outcome 25 

that would be obtained by conducting a full recount by hand. 26 

(3) "Risk-limiting audit" means an audit protocol that makes use of statistical methods 27 

and is designed to limit to acceptable levels the risk of certifying a preliminary election 28 

outcome that constitutes an incorrect outcome. 29 

(4) “Ballot-polling audit” means a risk-limiting audit protocol that selects ballots 30 
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uniformly at random for counting by hand until there is strong evidence that the outcome 1 

of the election is consistent with the election outcome that would be obtained by 2 

conducting a full recount by hand. 3 

(5) “Risk limit” means the maximum chance that an audit of an election with an incorrect 4 

outcome will not lead to a full hand count. The risk limit for all audits will be set at ten 5 

percent.  6 

(b) In all audits conducted under this chapter, ballots shall be counted by hand. 7 

(c) The Secretary of State shall publicly select uniformly at random a sample of ballots 8 

from all of those cast for the selected offices. The random sample will be chosen in a 9 

process that conforms to the established risk limit. The size of the random sample for 10 

each selected office shall be determined as provided in Table 1 of this subsection. 11 

                                                                 Table 1 12 

Percentage of valid votes cast for the winner   Number of ballots to sample 13 

Greater than 70       None 14 

Greater than 65 but less than or equal to 70    53 15 

Greater than 60 but less than or equal to 65    119 16 

Greater than 57.5 but less than or equal to 60   210 17 

Greater than 55 but less than or equal to 57.5   469 18 

Greater than 54 but less than or equal to 55    731 19 

Greater than 53 but less than or equal to 54    1295 20 

Greater than 52but less than or equal to 53    2902 21 

Greater than 51 but less than or equal to 52    11562 22 

Greater than 50.5 but less than or equal to 51   46150 23 

(d) The Secretary shall order the town clerk or clerks having custody of the ballots to be 24 

audited to appoint two election officials who are not members of the same political party 25 

to carry out the instructions of the Secretary in the execution of the audit.  26 

(e) Once a ballot-polling audit is conducted on all sampled ballots, the Secretary of State 27 

shall take the following actions based on the results of each audit: 28 

(1) If the audit of the selected office produces results consistent with a correct outcome 29 

within the risk limit, the reported outcome shall be confirmed. 30 
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(2) If the audit of the selected office produces results inconsistent with a correct outcome 1 

within the risk limit, the Secretary may choose to randomly select additional ballots from 2 

all of those cast for the selected office to continue the audit. If the Secretary chooses not 3 

to continue the audit, the Secretary shall order a full recount be performed by hand 4 

(f) The conduct of a full hand recount and the disposition of the recount’s results shall 5 

conform to sections 2602h through 2602k of this title. 6 


